
Commercial Fishing Vessel Safety 
Examination Checklist 

 
U.S. Coast Guard 

 

 
 

GENERAL VESSEL REQUIREMENTS 
Vessel Name: Number: 

BRIDGE & DOCUMENTS 
46 CFR 67 Documents/Markings  Expires: O Yes   O No   O N/A 

47 CFR 80.405 FCC Ship Station License            Expires: O Yes   O No   O N/A 
46 CFR 28.165 Injury Placard  (All Vessels) O Yes   O No   O N/A 

33 CFR 155.450 Oil Pollution Placard  (Vessels > 26 Feet) O Yes   O No   O N/A 
33 CFR 151.59 MARPOL (Garbage) Placard  (Vessels > 26 Feet) O Yes   O No   O N/A 
33 CFR 151.57 Waste Management Plan  (Ocean Going, Vessels > 40 Feet) O Yes   O No   O N/A 

46 USC Chap 51 Load Line Certificate  (Fish Tenders or Fish Processors) O Yes   O No   O N/A 
46 USC 8304 Licensing/Manning  (Masters, Mates, & Chief Eng. On Vessels > 200 Gross 

Tons) 
O Yes   O No   O N/A 

46 USC 8103 Citizenship O Yes   O No   O N/A 
 

33 USC 1602 
33 USC 2020 
72 COLREGS 

Navigation Lights: 
Side Lights  (112.5o)                          Mast Head Light (225o) 
Stern Light  (135o) 
Anchor Light (360o; for vessels > 12 meters) 
Red over White  (360o other than trawling) 
Green over White  (360o trawling) 

 
 

O Yes   O No   O N/A 

33 USC 1602 
33 USC 2020 
72 COLREGS 

 
Dayshapes 

 
O Yes   O No   O N/A 

33 USC 1602 
33 USC 2020 
72 COLREGS 

Sound Producing Devices: 
Vessels 20m – 100m:  Audible 1 Mile, Whistle & 11.8” Bell 

 
O Yes   O No   O N/A 

33 CFR 164 Navigation Safety Requirements    (Vessels > 1600 Gross Tons) O Yes   O No   O N/A 



LIFESAVING 
46 CFR 28.145 
46 CFR 28.140 

 
Visual Distress Signals 

 
O Yes   O No   O N/A 

46 CFR 28.110 
46 CFR 28.135 
46 CFR 28.140 

      Immersion Suits                   PFDs    (check one): 
Number Immersion Suits/PFDs on Board:___________ 
Marking with name and retroreflective tape 
Properly maintained 

 
O Yes   O No   O N/A 

 
46 CFR 28.115 
46 CFR 28.135 

Ring Life Buoys: 
Number on Board: 
a.  Marking with name and retroreflective tape 
b.  Line:         60’          90’   (check one) 

 
O Yes   O No   O N/A 

46 CFR 28.120 
46 CFR 28.125 
46 CFR 28.130 
46 CFR 28.140 

Survival Craft: 
Manufacturer: __________________________  Capacity: ___________ 
Pack Type:             SOLAS A                SOLAS B                   COASTAL 
Hydro Date: ______________  Next Raft Inspection: ______________ 
               Float Free                  Proper Storage                   Hydro Release 

 
 

O Yes   O No   O N/A 

46 CFR 28.150 
46 CFR 25.26 
46 CFR 28.135 

47 CFR 80 
46 CFR 28.140 

Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacon (EPIRB): 
Number on Board: ______   Date Tested: _________________________ 
Battery Expires:  __________________  Hydro Expires: _____________ 
NOAA Registration Expires: ______________________ 
Manufacturer: __________________________________ 
Marking with name and retro 

 
 

O Yes   O No   O N/A 

ENGINE ROOM/MISCELLANEOUS 
 

46 CFR 28.155 
46 CFR 28.160 
46 CFR 25.30 

Portable Fire Extinguishing Equipment: 
Number on Board: _________ 
# of BIs: ____     # of BIIs: _____    # of BIIIs: _____     # of Other: ____ 
Size & Type of Other: _____________________________ 

Pre-engineered                Fixed System 
CO2 Cylinders outside Engine Room   Date Serviced: ____________ 

 
 

O Yes   O No   O N/A 

46 CFR 28.140 Unobstructed Escape Routes O Yes   O No   O N/A 
33 CFR 159.7 Marine Sanitation Device 

             Type I                      Type II                         Type III 
O Yes   O No   O N/A 

 
33 CFR 155.330 

Non-Oceangoing Vessels Able To: 
Retain oily mix on board 
Discharge to a facility 

 
O Yes   O No   O N/A 

 

 
 

IF VESSEL IS GREATER THAN 100 GT, USE SUPPLEMENT 1 (CG-5587b)
 
 

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR DOCUMENTED VESSELS 
OPERATING BEYOND THE BOUNDARY LINE OR WITH MORE 

THAN 16 PEOPLE ON BOARD 
BRIDGE 



 
46 CFR 28.210 

First Aid/CPR 
Number of POB: ___________ 
Number of  POB Trained in First Aid/CPR: _____________ 
      First Aid Kit/Medicine Chest                 First Aid Manual 

 
O Yes   O No   O N/A 

 
46 CFR 28.225 

Navigation Publications 
       Charts for Safe Navigation          CG Light List           US Coast Pilot 
       Tidal/Current Tables          Navigation Rules (not required in Alaska) 

 
O Yes   O No   O N/A 

46 USC 10601 Crew Contracts (Vessels > 20 Gross Tons) O Yes   O No   O N/A 
46 CFR 28.230 Magnetic Compass/Compass Deviation Table 

Number of Compass(es) on board:  
O Yes   O No   O N/A 

 
46 CFR 28.245 

47 CFR 80 
33 CFR 26.03 
46 CFR 28.375 

Communication Equipment 
Identify Type and Number on Board: 
VHF ____________________    SSB ________________________ 
HF _____________________    Cell Phone _____________________ 
Vessel’s Cell Phone #: ________________________ 
       3 Hour Emergency Power Supply 

 
 

O Yes   O No   O N/A 
 

46 CFR 28.260 Electronic Position Fixing Device (Vessels > 79 feet) 
       GPS                  SATNAV               Other (specify): 

O Yes   O No   O N/A 

46 CFR 28.240 General Alarm System 
       Tested                Flashing Red Light in Engine Room 

O Yes   O No   O N/A 

46 CFR 28.250 High Water Alarms (Vessels > 36 feet) 
       Tested in all floodable spaces 

O Yes   O No   O N/A 

46 CFR 28.265 Emergency Instructions (Must be posted on vessels with  > 4 POB) O Yes   O No   O N/A 
BRIDGE 

 
46 CFR 28.270 

Instructions, Drills, & Safety Orientation 
Date Drills Conducted: ________________ 
Date Safety Orientation Provided: _______________ 
Qualified Trainer: ____________________ 

 
O Yes   O No   O N/A 

46 CFR 16 Drug Testing Program (Vessels > 200 Gross Tons) 
Name of Drug Testing Company: 

O Yes   O No   O N/A 

46 CFR 28.235 Anchors & Radar Reflectors 
Number of Anchors: 

O Yes   O No   O N/A 

LIFESAVING 
 

46 CFR 28.205 
Fireman’s Outfits (if more than 49 POB): 
Outfit:  (SCBA, lifeline, flashlight, rigid helmet, boots, gloves, protective 
clothing, fire ax)         Number of SCBAs: ______ ( See below) 

 
O Yes   O No   O N/A 

 
 

46 CFR 28.205 

SCBAs (Ammonia Refrigerant) 
Number of SCBAs on Board: __________ 
Exp. date SCBA bottle: __________ SCBA approved by: ____________ 
Exp. date SCBA bottle: __________ SCBA approved by: ____________ 
Exp. date SCBA bottle: __________ SCBA approved by: ____________ 

 
 

O Yes   O No   O N/A 

ENGINE ROOM 
46 CFR 28.215 Guards for Exposed Hazards O Yes   O No   O N/A 
46 CFR 28.255 Bilge Pump, Piping & Dewatering Systems    Number of Pumps: ____ O Yes   O No   O N/A 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 
 
 

47 CFR Subchapter W 

GMDSS Requirements (Vessels > 300 Gross Tons)  
See NVIC for exemptions 

Radio Operators License 
DSC equipped VHF, MF, & HF radios 
SART (Search & Rescue Transponder) 
NAVTEX receiver 
406 MHz EPIRB (in addition to requirement in 46 CFR 28.150) 

 
 
 

O Yes   O No   O N/A 

50 CFR 600.730 Safe Boarding Ladder (Vessels with more than 4 feet of freeboard) O Yes   O No   O N/A 
46 CFR 28.300 
46 CFR 28.400 

Vessel Constructed Or Had A Major Conversion After 15 Sep 91 & 
Carry More Than 16 POB (If YES, use Supplement 2; CG-5587b) 

 O Yes   O No 

 
46 CFR 28.500 

Vessel > 79’ Not Required Load Lines & Constructed Or Had A 
Major Conversion/Alteration To Fishing/Processing Equipment 
After 15 Sep 91 (If YES, use Supplement 2, Subpart E; CG-5587b) 

 O Yes   O No 



 Vessel Has Capacity To Carry > 10,500 gallons (250 BBL) Of Oil Or 
Hazardous Materials (If YES, use Supplement 3; CG-5587b) 

 O Yes   O No 

 
46 CFR 28.700 
46 CFR 28.720 

Fish Processor 
Must have a Certificate of Compliance* 
If built or converted after 27 Jul 90 must be classed* 
* From ABS, DNV, or approved 3rd Party, Not Coast Guard 

 
O Yes   O No   O N/A 

 STCW Requirements (Fish Processors more than 200 Gross Tons) O Yes   O No   O N/A 
Examiner Comments: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CFVS VESSEL CHECKLIST GUIDELINES 
 
This booklet is to be used to record voluntary examinations of commercial fishing industry vessels.  It provides 
a summary list of Coast Guard requirements to examiners and owners/operators of commercial fishing industry 
vessels.  This checklist should be used in conjunction with the regulations or other aids developed by the Coast 
Guard to assist in understanding of the regulations. 
 

For a Voluntary Dockside Commercial Fishing Vessel Safety Exam contact: 
 

Marine Safety Office Puget Sound 
206-217-6208 

1-800-688-6664 ext. 6208 
 

Exams are provided FREE of charge.  Schedule one today! 
 


